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PAGE: v -L"_I |
e vl DATE: June 2008
Late Night Opening|
"CULTURE NORTHERN

HIRELAND and Belfast City
ic ncllhave launch new:

LARNE GP}ZETTE .

PAGE: 2§ Sﬂ(
&C v\ DATE: Wednesday 29th October 2008

ity which now/open at

Uitisaninitiative urgamsed
‘by Belfast City Council
in pantnenshipwith
CultureNorthernlreland
‘and willlinvolve venues
remaining open until 9pm
on the first Thursday of
~every month.
Guided tours and artists’
talks as well as music.and
wine will be included in the
free-of-charge promotions
aiming to encourage visitors
and locals to explore
Belfast's rich-and diverse
cultural life.
David Lewis, Director of
CultureNorthernireland
said,"Whether you'rea
tourist or living closer. to
home, Belfastgalleries.
com will give you all the
information you need”.
He added: “The website
includes full exhibition
listings for publicand
private galleries, the
latest news from the arts
world, an interactive map,
online exhibitions with
artist commentaries, and
a monthly e-newsletter”.
Councillor'Michael Browne,
Chairman of Belfast City
Council's Development
committee, said,”Belfast
hasundergone a dramatic
'metamorphosis in recent
iyears with the Council
working to develop/the city
asia dynamicand culturally-
thriving European short-
‘breakand conference
destination.™

IRISH NEWS
N PAGE: \QD
1 HCC V™ DATE: Saturday 1st November 2008

1 VISUAL ARTS

i | Belfast City Council is offering
free late-night art tours

around the city on the first

Thursday of each month,

= AP Maginness braved the

elements and discovered an array of

delightsisciiasaiiian Weekend, P27
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Paint The Tow Red with Late Night Art

Art Galleries replace shopping as the new Thursday night
past-time for culture vultures in the city

Anne-Marie's Adventures: Mission: To get arty in
the city on a Thursday night

Last night (Thursday October 2) saw the first Late
Night Art walking tour of selected art galleries and
the Merchant Hotel in the centre of Belfast. The
howling wind and pouring rain subsided, providing
a clear evening to wander around the city’s arty
Cathedral Quarter., '

The meeting point was Belfast Exposed gallery where the director,
Pauline Hadaway, gave a talk about their latest exhibition, The Last
Things by English photographer David Moore. A healthy turnout of
around 40 to 50 art enthusiasts filled the venue.

Then it was off to the newly opened Red Barn Gallery with tour guide
Susan McKeever, an artist herself. Red Barn founders Frankie Quinn
and Gary Hewitt discussed their work as tourists viewed the
photography that adorned the walls, some modern, some historical,
all good.

Modern colourful photographs of the Waterfront area of Belfast and
the Giant's Causeway mix seamlessly with images of peace lines and
murals. Amongst the work were striking black and white
photographs from the late John White, capturing 1960s Belfast at
the beginning of the Troubles.

When we arrive at the five star Merchant Hotel, we're treated to a
tour of beautiful artwork in a grandiose setting. The party is greeted
by the delightful William Magee, head concierge, who talks about the
art, the décor and the hotel itself, now famous for being home to the
most expensive cocktail in the world at £750 a glass! Look it up in
the Guinness Book of World Records.

Among the luxurious suites in the Merchant, several are named after

well known Northern Irish literary personalities including, CS Lewis,
Seamus Heaney, Louis MacNeice and Brian Friel. We're told that, on

htto://www.culturenorthernireland.org/article.aspx?art id=2278&cmd=nrint 13/10/2008



Paint The Town Red with Late Night Art | Culture Northern Ireland

showing Heaney to the suite named after him, the poet told the
concierge 'You work in the temple of progress'.

A beautiful painting of screen legend Audrey Hepburn hangs on the
wall, but at £9,995 it's a bit out of budget! We get a brief tour of this
up-market venue, taking in the sparkling chandeliers, the stylish
grand piano and the expensive cocktail bar, then it's across

the street to the Belfast Print Workshop Gallery.

Another talk ensues - time to view more art and an elevator trip up
to the studio where the artists work.

Next stop, Golden Thread Art Gallery. This is a large, spacious venue
and a launch is taking place with Declan McGonagle, curator of their
latest exhibition, A Shout in the Street. Paintings, murals, video
footage and a reconstructed bonfire form part of the collection.

This is the last art gallery on our tour before heading to 2Taps where
the Sangria flows freely and the tour wraps up. Incidentally, there's
some great art on the walls here too. Everyone’s in jovial form and
looking forward to the next gallery tour.

With wine at every stop, some great artwork, interesting speakers
and a wonderful tour guide at the helm with a bubbly personality
and a wealth of knowledge, we can't help but enjoy ourselves. Who
needs late night shopping when you’ve got Late Night Art?
Anne-Marie Marquess

| BooKrRRK o 1 ..

http://www.culturenorthernireland.org/article.aspx?art_id=2278&cmd=print
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First Thursday VISits to city galleries

THIS month marks the start of
a new serles of late night pub-
lic gallery openings across
Belfast. - :

The First Thursdays’ initia-
tive is being organised by
Belfast City Council in partner-

ship with Culture Northern Ire-
land and will involve venues re-
maining open until 9pm on the
first Thursday of every month.

Guided tours and artfists’
talks as well as music and wine
will be included in the free-of

charge promotions aiming to
encourage visitors and locals
to explore Belfast’s rich and di-
verse cultural life.

Tourism

Councillor Michael Browne,
Chairman of Belfast City Coun-

* cil's Development committee, is

a sirong advocate of
culture playing a vital role in
the continued development of

tourism.

“It is vital that we promote
the rich and diverse artistic
background and the explosion
of contemporary artistic talent
that we have in the city as part
of our overall tourism strate-
gy'n
M Tor up to date ‘First Thurs-
days’ information sign up to
monthly free ebulletins at
www.helfastgailerics.com

PAGE: (+
DATE:
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NEWS LETTER

Tuesday 4th November 2008

|f1,@

Late night galleries-

BELFAST: Art galleries in the city are
set to once again keep their doors

open late one night a weel.
-The public galleries, located across
the city, will remain open until 9pm
-on the first Thursday of every month
as part of the Late Night Art initia-

tive.

Organised by Belfast City Council in
partnership with Culture Northern
Ireland, the next opening is scheduled

for this Thursday.

Artist Brian Ballard is among those supporting the First Thursdays venture

Hrst T

ursdays for art

7 elfast’s vibrant arts scene is enjoying a welcome boost with the

» Start of a new series of late night public gallery openings across
‘Belfast. The ‘First Thursdays’ initiative is being organised by Belfast
City Council in partnership with Culture Northern Ireland and will involve

venues remaining open until 9pm on the first Thursday of every month.

Guided tours and artists' talks as well A5 mu
the free-of-

includes full exhibitian listings for public and private galleries.

Do Teook

Hospitality review ni 35

sic and wine will be included in
charge promotians aiming 1o encourage visilors and locals to explore
Belfast's rich and diverse culiural life. The websile (www.belfas[galleries.com)
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An artis

@

0dyssey

In a new initiative Belfast City Council is offering a free late
night art tour around the city's best galleries on the first
Thursday of each month. AP Maginness braved the
elements and discovered an array of artistic delights to be

found dotted around the city

T may have been a cald and blustery
Oclober evening but thera was a sizeable
— il motley — crew of around 35 art
anlhusiasls already assembled at
Daonegall Streel's Belfast Exposed Gallery
when | arrived for the cily council organised
art tour,
The tour had been organised 1o \ake
adunmagla of a new council supported
Initiativa In which grl:_l‘leﬂns open their doors
untit Spm tha first Thursday of each month.
Each month the tour Is led by a different artist
and tickets are free but need Lo be booked in
ndvenca.
The rain laoked like it would stay off so the
council organisers mada the brave decision to
forgo tha minibus - the usual for the lour -
and Inslead we were allowed lo perambulale
our way around the mare central city gallerles.
First on aur list was the Red Bam Gallery
located boside Aosemary Street Church, just
olf Royal Avenue.
The Red Bam's arched ceilings and original
bar are still In situ, decorated with the thick
glass bases of age old wine boltles, recalling
the bullding's former life as a drinking den.
The gallery is relalively new — it opened in

The sheer number of things
going on wasn't helped by
the wine that had been
provided at each previous
venue, an already cloudy
head was further clouded
into a nebulous mix of
noises and images

August 2008 - and there are several
photographic exhibitions running at once in
the almospheric space.
An ongoing exhibition in the gallery contains
photographic work from the founders, as well
as a selaction of never belore seen images by
the Iate pholographer John White,
The exhibilion provides a wanderul
photographic time-line of Bellast, from lhe
black and while days ol pre-Troubles life 1o the
colourful post-Troubles era of bright lights and
modern architectura,
The gallery would be a haven for any fourist
saaking an insight into the city over the years
and yat it would be equally fascinating for
someone who has lived In Belfasl all their lile.
it is an intriguing space but time wails for
no-ane and wa warb shufflled out and off 1o
our next destination.
Strangely it was the Merchant Hotel. | smelt a
plug, thinking that the Merchant has no gallery
and was merely Involved to entice tourists 1o
buy their expensiva cocktails.
But not a bit of it.
Instead this section of the tour tumed out 1o
be perhaps the most interesting of all the
galleries.
In the hotel check-in lobby thers was a
collection of a dozen or so pieces of art {or
sala that were supplied by the Coloured Rain
Gallery in Templepatrick.
An introduction was supplied by the calourful
character that is William, an older gent in a op
hat and tails who is part of the hotal's
concierge service.
As ha waxed lyrical about the hotel it became
apparent that the pictures hanging on tha wall
were marely a sideline and the real ant was
aciually the hotel ilself, such is the decadent
splendour of the place.
Thera was littlo time lo gazs in awe at the
spectacular main dining room as we wera off
again, culling through the Cathedral Quarler
and over to Corporation Straat and onto the
Switchroom Gallery.
| had no idea that there was a gallery siluated
here as my only previous encounter with
Corporation Street was with the drudgery of
sorling out my unemployment bensfit in the
dale olfica which sils opposite the gallery.
No such drudgery here.
In the Switchroom, which is a massive space
inhabited by a kaleidoscope of differing
genres
of art from sculpture to environmental, the
sheer number of things going on wasn't
helped by the wina that had been provided at
each previous venue, as an already fuzzy
head was further clouded into a nebulous mix
of noises and images.
However, we were shulffled on again and tha
cold air brought enough clarity to make it to

BEHIN
]

THE next series of Late
Night: Artlevents will he
heldiin Belfast on Thura-
day

November 6. Public art
galleries will remain
open until'@pm and for
anyone!who doesp't
want to walk hatween
exhibitions, there will
alsp be'a gujded coach
tour, which will leave the
Ormeau Baths Gallery at
6:30pn1. A Late Night
Art party will betheld in
the!Black Box, Hill
Street, startingiat:9pm.
This monthisifeatured
exhibitionsiinclude:

A
i st RS
Belfast Printworkshop at Waring Street, our
final destination.
The Printworkshop is a fascinating place and

unique in the fact that wae gel to see behind san|
the artifice as the printers many and varied
toals are in full view on the top floor of the

gallery.

M Belfast Exposec
{Donegall/Street) A
Century of Spin, an &xhi-
bitiop:of PR
photography over the
years, from Factotum

M Belfast Print ' Work-
shop Gallery [Waring
) Revisioning Aus:
\ja, Works by a num-
ber of Wastem-trained

and
urban-based indigenous
Australlan artists

W Catalyst Aris (College
Court) 2008

Studant Show, shoyycas:
ingithetbestiworkin
photography, sculpiure,

drawing andiothpr.multi=s

The exhibilion 3D — Off The Page, once again
became a sideline and our numbers
became depleted as the thought of the
and tapas being served next doarin |
Tapa2 became too much for even the most
dedicated art lovers.
And so our arlistic adyssey came to anend. |

digelplinary practices by
artistsifromiacross the
British Isles

W Tickets for/the coach
touricost £5 and are
avalleble from either
www.belfastgalleries
miar th :

come Centre in Donegell
Place.

The Late Night Art Initia-
tive Is organised by
Belfast City Council'in
partnershipiwith Culture
Northern Ireland,

For/full details of all the
galleries|and|exhibi:
tions, visitwww.belfast-
fallaries;com

Inside the |
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